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CT D EXHIBITIONS



Mark Yang: Body Double 

February 13–March 13, 2021 

Steve Turner is pleased to present Body Double, a solo exhibition by Jersey City-based Mark Yang which 

features paintings that he created during the last year, some during his final months in Columbia’s MFA 

program prior to Covid and the rest after the shutdown. Yang’s painting practice is rooted in his desire to 

incorporate formal concerns relating to color, line and composition while addressing his identity as an 

immigrant, a Korean-American and a man. The earlier paintings depict two nude Asian men wrestling. Over 

the course of 2020, his palette blossomed with bolder color while his figures became more ambiguous–the 

specificity of racial identity receded. He added more figures to the compositions making his scenes a 

choreography of impossible body configurations rather than one arising from a specific wrestling maneuver. 

By the end of the year he zoomed in on the bodies to such an extent that the figures’ heads were outside the 

picture frame. In depicting nude male bodies in close proximity–wrestling, grappling and contorting–Yang aims 

to convey an aspect of male intimacy that is more common in Korean culture than in American culture. In 

doing so, he connects his work to art historical forbearers–Greek vessels, Eakins, Muybridge, Bacon and 

Mapplethorpe. While there are many categories within identity-based contemporary art, the one irreducible 

category is the body. Despite differences of ethnicity, nationality, belief, gender and sexual orientation, 

everyone has a body. Starting with this basic understanding, Yang adds his vision of the male body to the 

history of art. 

Mark Yang (born 1994, Seoul, South Korea) immigrated to Los Angeles with his family when he was nine years 

old. He earned his BFA from Art Center College of Design (2017) and his MFA from Columbia University (2020). 

Recent group exhibitions include those at Steve Turner, Los Angeles (2020); Thierry Goldberg Gallery, New 

York (2020); CP Projects Space, New York (2019) and Ki Smith Gallery, New York (2019). Body Double is Yang’s 

first solo exhibition.
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2020. Installation view, Thierry Goldberg Gallery, New York, 2020



Dear America. Installation view, CP Projects Space, New York, 2019



Dear America. Installation view, CP Projects Space, New York, 2019



Whams of Summer. Installation view, Ki Smith Gallery, New York, 2019



Aesthetically Functional Only. Installation view, Edsel William/The Fireplace Project, New York, 2019



Columbia University MFA First-Year Exhibition. Installation view, Wallach Art Gallery, New York, 2019



CT D WORKS



Extend, 2020
Oil on canvas
36 3/4 x 25 1/4 inches  (93.3 x 64.1 cm)



Fall, 2020
Oil on canvas
62  x 120  inches  (157.5 x 304.8 cm)



Fulcrum, 2020
Oil on canvas
45 1/4 x 65 3/4 inches  (114.9 x 167 cm)



Gancho, 2020
Oil on canvas
52 x 64 inches  (132.1 x 162.6 cm)



Locked, 2020
Oil on canvas
46 x 40 inches  (116.8 x 101.6 cm)



Locked Over, 2020
Oil on canvas
35 1/2 x 25 1/4 inches  (90.2 x 64.1 cm)



Spring, 2020
Oil on canvas
52  x 120 inches  (132.1 x 304.8 cm)



Synthesizing, 2020
Oil on canvas
60 x 54 1/4 inches  (152.4 x 137.8 cm)



Three Brothers After Sunset, 2020
Oil on canvas
36 1/2 x 25 inches  (92.7 x 63.5 cm)



Three Brothers Inside a Room, 2020
Oil on canvas
36 1/2 x 25 inches  (92.7 x 63.5 cm)



Tuck Away, 2020
Oil on canvas
65 x 40 inches  (165.1 x 101.6 cm)



Wrestlers in the Night, 2020
Oil on canvas
46 x 38 inches  (116.8 x 96.5 cm)



Hip Throw, 2019
Oil on canvas
60 x 45 inches  (152.4 x 114.3 cm)



Single Leg, 2019
Oil on canvas
40 x 30 inches  (101.6 x 76.2 cm)



Stall, 2019
Oil on canvas
48 x 32 inches  (121.9 x 81.3 cm)



Flying Yoga, 2018
Oil on canvas
72 x 96 inches  (182.9 x 243.8 cm)



Unify Diversity 2, 2018
Oil on canvas
50 x 40 inches  (127 x 101.6 cm)



Wrestling, 2018
Oil on canvas
72 x 56 inches  (182.9 x 142.2 cm)



Knock Knock, 2017
Oil on canvas
50 x 72 inches  (127 x 182.9 cm)



Posteriors, 2017
Oil on canvas
72 x 52 inches  (182.9 x 132.1 cm)



Dancer, 2016
Oil on canvas
29 x 20 inches  (73.7 x 50.8 cm)




